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Abstract

The research examines the importance and necessity of Islamic Da'wah (call or invitation) in
societies, focusing on peripheral areas such as the Semporna islands in the state of Sabah,
Malaysia, and highlights the role of Islamic non-governmental organizations such as the
United Sabah Islamic Association (USIA) in Da'wah efforts. The research problem lies in the
clear lack of critical field studies that evaluate the effectiveness of Da'wah efforts in these
areas, and the need to understand the impact of social transformations resulting from the
COVID-19 pandemic. The research aims to describe and analyze USIA's Da'wah programs,
and to identify its methodologies and means, determine institutional and societal challenges,
assess the response of local residents, and provide recommendations for improving Da'wah
work.

The significance of the research is evident in that it fills a research gap in Da'wah studies,
provides an applied model for the qualitative approach, contributes to improving religious
awareness in remote societies, and supplies Da'wah organizations with data for planning and
development. The research relies on the qualitative approach using interviews, observation,
and document analysis.

The results showed a positive impact of Da'wah on religious awareness and daily practices,
but it faces logistical and environmental challenges, and emphasizes the importance of the
social and cultural context and the effectiveness of local preachers, with the existence of
shortcomings in institutional funding and the need for follow-up and evaluation mechanisms,
in addition to the role of language and communication and the necessity of meeting the needs
of new converts.

The research concludes with the necessity of developing more appropriate and sustainable
Da'wah strategies, and calls for concerted efforts and the provision of integrated support for
Da'wah work in the region.
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